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Herxheim as evidence of the existence
of long-distance wars in prehistory

Slavomil Vencl

Some controversial phenomena in prehistoric sources can be understood by means of data about the behaviour of
spatio-temporally convergent archaic societies. For example, the concept of the so-called long-distance wars, i.e.
brutal burglarious and murderous attacks on remote targets, seems to explain the discoveries made at the site of
Herxheim - not only the (1) presence of people and their artefacts (especially pottery) from various distant regions
and (2) mass cannibalism of abducted captives, but also (3) the function of a shallow doubled pseudo-ditch as
a means designed to protect the settlement of the aggressors against a non-material, spiritual threat. The individual
forms of manifestations of violence from the late Linear Pottery Culture (LBK) viewed from this perspective seem
to be part of a sequence of events corresponding to the phases and consequences of the above type of armed violence.
Different variants of long-distance wars, motivated by a mix of biological, cultural, economic and ecological incen-
tives, religious beliefs and irrational motives (such as stress caused by anxiety, hunger, or overpopulation, profits
from slavery, pillage, trade, ambitions of individuals or groups), have convergently and discontinuously survived
under different names (attacks of the Sea Peoples, pirates, slave traders, Vikings, etc.) throughout history since
ancient times.

INTRODUCTION

The occurrence of archaeological evidence for violence as early as the close of the last Ice Age in the
context of sources from late hunter-gatherer and early agricultural communities (whose material mani-
festations mainly include remains of economic activities, production and consumption, construction of
dwellings and manifestations of beliefs in afterlife in the form of burials) seems to be almost out of
place. That is why the archaeological evidence for violent deaths was for a long time - and locally still
is — considered as curiosities and blamed on accidents or interpersonal conflicts; only the rather rare,
but repeatedly occurring finds of lethal injuries in Upper Paleolithic cemeteries and more distinctly
during the Mesolithic period in the form of arrowheads stuck in human bones as well as multiple
burials (Vencl 1984b; 2019 with literature) seemed disharmonic, similarly to later mass graves from the
time of the late Linear Pottery culture (LBK) which contained unceremoniously stacked bodies of men,
women and children whose cracked skulls or arrowheads in skeletons bore witness to mass armed vio-
lence (e.g. Talheim: Wahl - Kénig 1987). With regard to the fact that the above injuries originate from
before the emergence of specialized weapons, I defined the category ,tool/weapon’ (Vencl 1979; 1984a;
b; cf. Chapman 1999) and attributed the occurrence of injuries to armed violence. However, at that time,
I was not able to differentiate between different forms of violence and related all its manifestations to
warfare (whose importance for the understanding of prehistory was first addressed by Keeley 1996). Al-
though the archaeological evidence for lethal violence is underrepresented in sources (only some victims
were buried, some lethal injuries in soft tissues did not leave any traces, a part of the injuries disappeared
due to cremation or decomposition of the skeletons and, apart from this, the determination of all mani-
festations of violence requires microanalyses, because many of them cannot be noticed at first glance,
etc.), the study of violence and war is now appropriately represented in contemporary archaeological
research, despite the fact that some archaeologists, under the impression of the dominance of numerous
remains of production and consumption still underestimate the level of violence in prehistory (e.g.
Petrasch 1999 with literature), or possibly interpretationally downplay or even reject anthropophagy,
armed conflicts, etc. (Peter-Rocher 2018; Zeeb-Lanz 2018). An unbiased determination of the frequency of
prehistoric violence is still impossible due to the absence of focused and critical attention which should
be paid not only to mass displays, but also to the scattered ones, which have so far especially been inter-
preted as accidents or displays of interpersonal conflicts, or so far ignored situations, such as intentionally
damaged (Weiner 1998, 209 sq.), or possibly by the dropping of dead bodies permanently polluted wells.
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THE CASE OF HERXHEIM

In the northwest of Europe, the expansion of the LBK was stopped by the environmental barrier (agri-
cultural yields gradually decreased during its gradual expansion from the Middle Danube region)
which resulted in a significant reduction in the previous mobility of people out of the so far populated
areas. The flow of energy, originally heading out of the LBK community, turned inwards, which probably
contributed to the increase in tension within and between communities: in the late and final phase of
the LBK, enclosed settlements with distinct and functional defensive features appeared especially on
the northwest periphery (e.g. Oleye and Darion: Keeley — Cohen 1989; Christensen 2004, 142 sq. with liter-
ature; it cannot be proved that these emerged due a confrontation with Mesolithic peoples) which made
the existing unremarkable trends more noticeable. The stabilization of the extent of LBK occupation led
to the crystallization of local groups during the late and final phase of the LBK (in the chronological
horizon of the Sarka and Zeliezovce types in the Czech Republic and Slovakia: Vencl 1961), settlements
were more often enclosed, wells became more common (water was becoming a commodity), strategically
advantageous hilltop sites were occupied and evidence of armed violence multiplied (e.g. Vencl 1984a;
b; c; the various forms of aggression were only later distinguished: cf. literature in Vencl 2016a, 566 sq.)
whose main - but archaeologically only incompletely preserved and attested - manifestations consist of
fatal injuries from weapons, mass graves with scattered, massacred bodies of people of all ages and
both sexes (Talheim-type sites), as well as manifestations of violence in the form of numerous accumu-
lations of broken human bones including the occurrence of skull cups (especially at Herxheim).

Since the mid-1990s, extensive and meticulously documented excavations at Herxheim on the left
bank of the Rhine River have attracted much attention (e.g. Wild et al. 2004; Zeeb-Lanz et al. 2007; Orschiedt
- Haidle 2007; 2012; Zeeb-Lanz — Haack 2016; cf. Zeeb-Lanz 2018; Peter-Rocher 2018). At this site, part of
a settlement dating from the late phase of the LBK was excavated whose lifespan is estimated at 50
years. The settlement was encircled by a system resembling a circular double ditch with a diameter of ca.
250 m. However, the investigation of the ditches revealed that they had not arisen as a whole but
consisted of short and non-contemporaneous trough-shaped depressions of various depths and profiles,
arranged one after another and forming a continuous line, which were backfilled shortly after excavation,
so no real excavated continuous ditches ever existed. The investigated part of the ditches also yielded,
apart from settlement refuse and infrequent ritual burials, ca. 75,000 fragmented human bones, belonging
to 500 individuals: according to some estimates, if the ditches were excavated completely, bodily remains
of ca. 1000 people could be retrieved, which far exceeds the anticipated number of local inhabitants. The
remarkable difference between the finds in Herxheim and the nature of most LBK settlements has led to
the emergence of several interpretation variants - the site might have been a central cultic and ritual area
with a strong representation of manipulations with human remains; according to a later interpretation,
it is evidence of rituals reflecting the critical socio-cultural development during the late phase of the
LBK; however, the link between Herxheim and contemporaneous proofs of armed violence of the
Talheim or Schletz type is still resolutely rejected by A. Zeeb-Lanz and F. Haack (2016, 248).

Important findings along with a different interpretation of the finds from Herxheim were presented
by B. Boulestin and A. S. Coupey (2015): they thoroughly anthropologically analyzed previously un-
processed finds from the excavations of 2005 to 2010 (these are 15,000 human bones, i.e. about 20% of
the total number) originating from excavations in parts of the ditches and enclosures, and determined
the remains of at least 104 people - 61 of them were adults and 43 underage individual (their age
structure does not correspond to the natural one); in most cases, the people were killed in a way which
did not leave any marks on the skeleton, but their bodies were roasted, their heads exposed to heat at
a time when they were still covered by soft tissues; and the bodies were subsequently butchered with
knives and adzes, opened from the back in order to remove the backbone (in the same fashion as in the
case of slaughtered animals), the heads were freed of soft tissues, partly for the sake of consumption
and partly in order to prepare the cranial cavity, enabling both the manufacture of skull cups and the
removal of the brain; the large bones were freed of perioteum in order to facilitate their splitting to
extract bone marrow. After the feast, fragmented human bones were deposited in ditch-like pits, whereas
such parts of the skeletons which are deemed unsuitable for consumption, remained articulated (i.e.
preserved in their anatomical positions). The individual segments of the ditches always contained
remains of one consumption event only, just deposit F showed signs of several consumption periods.
Human bite marks on the bones are unambiguous evidence for anthropophagy: that is why the authors
strongly oppose the opinion (Orschiedt — Haidle 2007; 2012) that these might be the remains of multi-
phase burials, as there are no such graves at Herxheim and the splitting of bones in order to extract
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marrow does not correspond to this practice at all. Due to the absence of injuries on the victims’
skeletons, Boulestin — Coupey 2015 believe that the victims were most probably captives abducted to
Herxheim in raids.

On the basis of three independent arguments, B. Boulestin and A. S. Coupey (2015, 122 sq.) proved
that the victims of cannibalism at Herxheim were not local Neolithic people, for (1) the local community
was unable to produce ca. 1000 persons over a period of just 50 years; (2) strontium isotope analyses
have proved the presence of three groups of people (Boulestin — Coupey 2015, Fig. 122), whereas the first
group seems to have come from loess areas, the second group from areas with a different bedrock type
or some foothill regions and the third group probably originated from areas with a granite bedrock
(none of the ritually deposited and complete inhumation burials discovered in ditches at Herxheim
belong to this group). Thus, the victims of cannibalism were not local inhabitants but captives from bru-
tally raided distant settlements, so it is exocannibalism which is frequently associated with armed
violence in ethnohistorical sources. The results of analyses of the chemical composition of the bones
rule out the possibility that the victims of cannibalism were the remaining members of hunting-gathering
populations. And finally (3), also the way of treating the victims” bodies seems to bear witness to it, in
particular the manufacture of skull cups (which sporadically occurred from the Magdalenien period up
to historical times, or possibly, if we include non-European archaic societies, even up to the modern pe-
riod) which are associated with victorious celebrations and the humiliation of the defeated in ethnohis-
torical sources.

Strontium isotope analyses showed that the victims of cannibalism at Herxheim had originated in
a broad geographic area, up to a distance of 400-500 km, which also seems to be confirmed by the cen-
tripetal movement of the discovered high-quality pottery from 8 local groups of the late LBK (among
others, also Sarka-type vessels from northern Bohemia or adjacent parts of Saxony; cf. Boulestin — Coupey
2015, Fig. 125). Pottery of foreign provenance and other artefacts in ditch like pits along with fragmented
human bones were also found in a fragmentary state; they had most probably been intentionally bro-
ken.

B. Boulestin - A. S. Coupey (2015) consider the changes during the late phase of the LBK as evidence
of local social disharmony leading, in the course of several decades or a hundred years sometime
around 5000 BC, to a reorganization which was archaeologically manifested, among others, by conspic-
uous changes in pottery styles (i.e. the emergence of the Stroked Pottery culture in the eastern part of
Central Europe and the Hinkelstein culture in the Rhineland and the Main region, which was linked to
the Rossen group north of it, and the Grossgartach group expanding in the south-west direction), but
also by a kind of continuation in the sphere of economy, as well as in construction and manufacturing
techniques. The authors view the Herxheim finds as strong evidence for a deep social crisis at the end
of the LBK: raids manifested themselves by the occurrence of sites such as Talheim or Schletz on the
side of the defeated, whereas the aggressors celebrated their victories in the form of feasts documented
by remains of cannibalized human bones in trough-shaped depressions, gradually forming the outline
of a doubled pseudo-ditch at Herxheim. These repeated cannibal feasts were probably rituals - they
had their established rules, and the contents of the depressions were basically offerings (skull cups, de-
stroyed remains of humans, pottery and other artefacts were deposited in them). These authors believe
that Herxheim used to be an extraordinary important political and religious centre whose importance
was comparable to that of Delphi to ancient Greece. According to them, Herxeim does not represent ev-
idence of a conflict between local groups but a clash within one community due to the disintegration of
originally egalitarian society; at the same time, they rejected the opinion of C. Meyer et al. (2015), that
the late LBK crisis can be explained by ecological factors, i.e. climate changes associated with a demo-
graphical pressure, and they also considered non-material factors in their interpretation (such as the 16"
century migration of the Tupi Guarani tribe which was caused by the activity of prophets: Boulestin -
Coupey 2015, 131 sq.).

The long-term discussions associated with attempts to interpret the finds from Herxheim have sur-
prisingly so far not addressed the difference between the appearance and the function of the local
doubled pseudo-ditch: the general layout of the local ditches does not significantly differ from circular
outlines of enclosures around dozens of LBK settlements, but the excavation showed that the Herxheim
ditches consisted of non-contemporaneous, but successive shallow trough-shaped pits which were
backfilled shortly after excavation, so no excavated ditches as a whole ever existed, and therefore they
could not serve any enclosing or defensive purpose. So what was the reason behind the emergence of
this set of vestiges of repeated cannibal events at Herxheim?
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LONG-DISTANCE WARS AND THE DITCHES OF HERXHEIM

The concept of long-distance wars originates from studies of archaic societies: according to I. J. N. Thorpe
(2005 with literature, 3 sq.), local tribal conflicts (i. e. feuding) and distant conflicts (long-distance wars)
can be distinguished on the basis of ethnographic sources from South America: e.g. the Amazonian
tribe of Jivaro was involved both in local conflicts with neighbours (sometimes including blood
vengeance) and attacks involving head-hunting raids against distant settlements which were considered
as a prestigious activity and real war, because these were dangerous expeditions to foreign lands, full of
diabolic demons; members of the Jivaro tribe believed that after killing a man and obtaining his head
(preserved in the form of a dried scalp) the winner also gained the powers of his victim. The Yukpa
tribe in Venezuela also distinguished between two types of war. Their brutal attacks on villages in other
valleys were preceded by ritual preparations and upon the warriors’ return, victorious celebrations fol-
lowed; another variant of destructive armed violence is represented by the Yanomami in Amazonia
(Otterbein 2009, 7-10). With regard to the survival of similar practices in archaic communities on other
continents too (skull hunting and murderous attacks in the mountains of eastern New Guinea: Brandt
2006 with literature, or possibly tribal wars in East Africa: Helbling 2006, 113), this is not just a curious
local phenomenon which entitles us to investigate archaeological sources from the viewpoint of the ex-
istence of similar phenomena in European prehistory (not taking into account similar practices of ancient
pirates, slave hunters, later the Vikings, etc.). The main attractiveness of such brutal and burglarious
long-distance wars consists in the fact that these are surprising (evening or early morning raids: Otterbein
2009, 6) in which armed warriors attack a village and quickly disappear with their booty including cap-
tives somewhere into the unknown and are practically unpunishable. If a similar aggression was con-
ducted against a neighbouring community, there would always be the risk of a similarly brutal revenge
by the attacked (probably also assisted by their neighbours, bound to them by their economic interests,
and family or comradely ties) with the prospect of continuation of implacable hostilities until the total
destruction of one of the parties.

The contradiction between the appearance and the function of the strange double ditch at Herxheim
causes doubts and is difficult to interpret rationally. It surrounded the inhabited area and gave the im-
pression of a defensive structure which was, however, not functional due to its small size and consisted
of individual non-contemporaneous parts, only connected in the layout. This contradiction disappears
if we accept the concept of long-distance wars: the centripetal movement of hundreds of people to
Herxheim (together with their artefacts from a distance of up to 450 km), whose bones, due to the way
they were treated and the human bite marks on them, prove cannibalism. This shows that Herxheim,
for a period of about 50 years, used to be a settlement of successful aggressors who organized brutal
surprise attacks on individual remote agricultural settlements where they slaughtered dozens of inhab-
itants and abducted dozens of scared people unable to put up any resistance, including the young, as
captives or slaves (and who probably had to carry all the stolen booty including food supplies). Part of
regular celebrations upon the warriors’ return were - probably along with the presentation of trophies
- also cannibal feasts during which the captives were physically liquidated; after each feast, the victors
intentionally deposited the leftovers in ditch like pits attached to each other, with the intention to create
circular ditches protecting against spiritual threats around the Herxheim: the defeated spirits of cannibalized
people together with the spirits of the inhabitants of Herxheim, buried ritually in similar trough-shaped
pits, were supposed to jointly protect the living inhabitants and prevent foreign enemy demons from
accessing. (We will probably never know whether these pseudo-ditches were not somehow marked on
the surface, e.g. by poles with hanging scalps or similar trophies, in order to inform or warn uninvited
strangers; and we can also only speculate whether these ditches did simultaneously not express the
amount of fear among the offenders.)

The explanation of the purpose of the Herxheim pseudo-ditches which could not be used for defen-
sive purposes should be sought in their contents: broken human bones deposited in them document,
apart from the physical liquidation of enemies, also the control of their spiritual powers. The belief in
the existence of spirits cannot be directly proved archaeologically, but can be deduced from prehistoric
artefacts and situations which seem to be useless from the viewpoint of everyday needs. On the basis of
ancient mythologies and cosmologies of archaic societies, it can be reasonably supposed that also pre-
historic people coped with unusual and incomprehensible phenomena (such as the movement of celestial
bodies, earthquakes, volcanic activity, solar eclipses, epidemics, etc.) in ways similar to those of ethno-
historically documented archaic societies (whose living conditions were approximately comparable,
from the viewpoint of population, organization and technology) and believed in the existence of spirits
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and their influence on our world (cf. Lewis-Williams - Pearce 2005), or possibly in the influence of spells
and magic.

Perhaps the earliest indirect archaeological evidence for the belief in the existence of spirits is rep-
resented by the discoveries made in the Bruniquel Cave, a karst cave in southwest France (Jaubert et al.
2016), where an area within the largest space was discovered, approximately 336 m from the cave en-
trance, where stalagmites had been broken into approximately 30 cm long pieces and stacked in several
layers in such a way that they created the outlines of two annular structures (one 6.7 by 4.5 m, and the
other 2.2 by 2.1 m) in which traces of 12 fires were found; and nearby, a more permanent fire ring was
found along with 4 piles of broken stalagmites, probably unused building material (the total length of
the stalagmites is over 112 m and the weight is ca. 2.2 tons of limestone). The situation was found in situ,
was covered in later calcareous sinter, and can be dated to ca. 175,000 BC, when Europe was occupied
by early Neanderthals only. J. Jaubert et al. (2016, 114) stated that a group of pre-modern people had ap-
propriated a deep karst space with the help of light shed by fire, moved broken stalagmites and created
structures of non-profane nature - in this way, they showed an unusual degree of modernity. A coordi-
nated group of people demonstrated their ability to organize space, and in addition to the fires, they
also embraced the idea of constructions, managed to produce semi-finished products, building, illumi-
nation, and supplying firewood and then left the place without leaving behind traces of consumption,
forgotten artefacts or even the remains of torches; but they also gained a tangible, unforgettable authentic
experience from a different and completely dead world, were astonished by the perfection of a different
reality of the karst decoration of non-human origin, without any traces of the tools used, so their creators
must have been demons able to sculpt in various ways, working both from the floor and from the
ceiling. (We can only speculate to which extent similar experiences could have contributed to the belief
in the real existence of the afterlife, which Neanderthals already transformed into burials.) It is quite
likely that as early as the Palaeolithic period, the mouths of caves were considered as entrances to the
underworld.

The belief in the existence of spirits in archaic societies (proved by numerous testimonies of members
of still surviving communities) is linked to the observation of the universe which has certainly been
carried out since Paleolithic times and where the course of events is independent of humans. Also the
experiences of Paleolithic people with a different environment in a non-human, subterranean world of
caves must have resulted in the belief in the existence of other (water, subterranean, alien) worlds of an-
cestors, demons, deities; from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic onwards, spirits were most conspicuously wor-
shiped by structures of the Jericho, Nevali Cori, Gobekli Tepe, etc. type in the Levant and later by me-
galithic structures in Atlantic Europe (e.g. Lewis-Williams — Pearce 2005), irrespective of magnificent
buildings in ancient empires. The polymorphous belief in the existence of spirits in Bronze Age commu-
nities is abundantly documented e.g. in the Old Testament, in the passages about the polytheism of the
original inhabitants of Palestine, etc. The belief in spirits survives in certain religions even today (such as
in Buddhism, where deities are worshiped, but offerings to spirits are made as well: Halik 2002, 137 sq.).

Archaeological sources are unfortunately unable to specify the reasons for waging long-distance
wars, but from the viewpoint of their consequences, it is actually irrelevant whether the impulse was
a local crop failure and an urgent need to obtain supplies for the winter, accidental impulses, irrational,
culturally conditioned stimuli, or possibly the obligation of young men to demonstrate their audacity
and skills (cf. Otterbein 2004). The current state of interpretation is not satisfactory, due to limited access
to the unpreserved: it can generally be assumed that the energy devoted to raids, ceremonies, victorious
celebrations etc. was missing in the sphere of agricultural production.

For the above reasons, I support the view that Herxheim represents a settlement of one of the suc-
cessful marauding communities of the late LBK, lasting two or three generations, whose behaviour was
strongly self-destructive from the cultural and genetic viewpoint. The tactics of an undeclared, surprising
devastating to exterminating armed attack against the whole population (not just against armed men)
is usually motivated by the prospects of material profits, including captives, or possibly slaves, and in
the case of headhunting, there is also the motivation to demonstrate personal valour and the belief in
the magical powers of dead heads.

DISCUSSION

The banal statement that the reality of the world consists of both material and immaterial phenomena,
is sufficient for the conclusion that, due the irreparable incompleteness of archaeological sources, all
thorough and honest attempts at their interpretation based solely on material finds are doomed to
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failure. The approach to the knowledge of extinct archaic societies through rare testimonies of literate
contemporaries of prehistoric cultures is not sufficient, due to their low frequency and cultural barriers
consisting of prejudice and misunderstanding on the side of the reporters. And despite the contributions
of contemporary methods and techniques, from remote sensing to microstructure analysis, the under-
standing of our prehistory still requires critical comparative studies of variously incomplete material
sources and ethnohistorical reports about non-material aspects of behaviour in surviving archaic societies,
although we are fully aware of their possible convergence, the ambiguity of the phenomena and trans-
formations in time, including their contamination by modernity.

In the light of the concept of the existence of long-distance wars, finds proving various forms of vi-
olence in late LBK settlements in the central and northwestern area of its distribution offer opportunities
for summary analysis. A settlement inhabited by aggressors is currently only known from Herxheim -
thank to the sufficiently large extent of excavation and high-quality field documentation supplemented
by a number of exact natural scientific analyses whose absence at other sites does not enable their inter-
pretation at a comparable level.

The extensive excavation of a settlement at Vaihingen on the middle course of the Neckar River,
which was carried out in the years 1994-97 (Krause 1999, 2002), is only partly linked to Herxheim, through
(1) the occurrence of two large pit complexes (nos. 165090-2 and 195080-6, size ca. 8 x 7 m and 10 x 7.5
m), which, along with two carelessly tossed bodies, contained numerous human bones including skulls
which were scattered among animal bones, settlement waste including whole vessels, artefacts, pieces
of daub, etc. and (2) the discovery of loose human bones in numerous settlement pits from the late
phase of the LBK which are otherwise only rarely documented: the interpretation of this, for the Neolithic
period still ignored category of finds (known mainly from the Mesolithic and associated especially with
multi-phase manipulations with buried human remains: e.g. Brinch Petersen 2016; Gumiriski — Bugajska
2016 with literature), but at Vaihingen, the situation is further complicated by the finding that the bones
belonged to a morphologically significantly more robust population, professional analysis will be
required to prove the possible occurrence of anthropophagy. Most findings from Vaihingen (numerous
pits, ca. 70-80 ground plans of long houses, a ca. 270 m long section of a functional oval fortification,
consisting of an outer ditch with a shallow bottom, 150-240 cm wide and 100-130 cm deep beneath the
ploughsoil, and a pair of palisade trenches, with only a few narrow entrances, less than 2 m wide) are of
earlier date and belong to the previous phase of the LBK; the earliest settlement phase at Vaihingen was
not fortified, for some of the house ground plans are intersected by the fortification or are situated
outside of it, so the feeling of insecurity probably came to the fore during its development: the double
palisade significantly reduced the risk of a sudden attack on the village. At Vaihingen, more than 110
burials were found (including a dog burial), but also parts of skeletons were discovered, out of which
about 70 were ritually buried in the ditch in a crouched position in separate groups, perhaps on a family
or kin basis, part of the rest were scattered in pits both outside and inside the fortification. The ritual
burials were not deposited in the ditch during about the first two generations, but only later. (It is ques-
tionable whether the secondary function of the ditches - with regard to the different situation at
Herxheim - could not be speculatively considered as a manifestation of the intention to create spiritual
protection with the help of the spirits of the deceased local inhabitants.) Taken as a whole, Vaihingen
represents a settlement during the existence of which a threat of possible raids arose, which was elimi-
nated by the erection of a functional fortification. However, the contents of two pit complexes from the
late phase of the LBK enable us to speculate about at east two cannibal feasts and therefore about active
participation in long-distance wars.

There are also other sites confirming the existence of armed violence from the perspective of the
victims: at Schletz, Lower Austria (Windl 1996; 2002; Wild et al. 2004), part of a fortified settlement from
the late phase of the LBK (with Zeliezovce-type influences) was excavated which had ceased to function
after a brutal raid. The excavated part of the settlement with a massive double fortification ditch (up to
2 m deep and 4 m wide) yielded the remains of more than 100 people (according to some estimates, the
final number could have been double that). Most of them were thrown into the outer ditch, and their
skulls were crushed or they were shot dead. Judging from animal bite marks on the bones, the corpses
probably lay unburied for a long time, which is possibly also the reason why some of the skeletons have
missing limbs. AMS "C data from the human bones prove that it was a single accident, i.e. a massacre.
None of the dated ritually deposited burials at the Schletz settlement is later, so it is obvious that the site
was completely destroyed during the massacre (Wild et al. 2004, 381).

A mass grave at the unfortified late LBK settlement of Talheim (IWahl - Kénig 1987) contained the
skeletons of 34 individuals (16 children and underage individuals, 18 adults, out of which 9 were men, 7
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women and 2 undetermined). Approximately 60% of the skulls (not all skulls have been preserved) sho-
wed signs of fatal injuries caused by stone adzes and 3 persons were shot dead by arrows from behind.
The bodies were unceremoniously tossed into the pit which was then backfilled. The find is the result of
a surprise attack with unfortunate consequences for the victims. The AMS “C dating of their bones does
not rule out an approximate contemporaneity of this mass grave with the Schletz massacre (Wild et al.
2004). Strontium isotope analyses showed that 3 of the 12 analyzed adult skeletons were not of local
origin which indicates an unspecified migration (Price — Wahl - Bentley 2006, 276).

The mass grave of Schoneck-Kilianstadten (Meyer et al. 2015) was found in a narrow trough-shaped
pit, 750 cm long and 30-100 cm wide, at a late LBK settlement. It contained at least 26 individuals killed
by blows on their skulls or by arrows. In addition to this, leg fractures were frequently documented.
This is yet another category of violence, i.e. crippling the victims in order to prevent their escape. How-
ever, the interpretation of these findings is significantly limited by the insufficient extent of excavation.

The Jungfernhohle Cave near Tiefenellern in Bavaria was excavated in the 1950s but unfortunately
not in a very professional way. The interpretation of the findings made there will probably remain
unclear forever (Kunkel 1955). Apart from a large number of high-quality pottery fragments dating from
the late LBK as well as from later prehistoric periods, animal bones and partly broken large bones of
about 40 people were found; a re-excavation recently yielded ca. 10,000 small bones and teeth (Zeeb-
-Lanz - Haack 2016, 261) which had been overlooked in the 1950s. This means that the people actually
died in the cave; out of a collection of 11 individuals which were dated by the *C method, the majority
belonged to the late LBK. We can only speculate that refugees from an attacked LBK village hiding in
the cave were discovered and massacred there.

All other evidence for violence comes from small-scale excavations, so the lack of knowledge about
the excavation contexts and professional expertises hinders their interpretation: these are, for example,
non-standard finds of children’s skeletons in discontinuous segments around an LBK settlement at Men-
neville in France, where also ritual children and adult burials occur (Farruggia et al. 1996; Zeeb-Lanz —
Haack 2016, 263 sq. with literature); only a trace of cannibalism is represented by the discovery of the re-
mains of 4 adults and 3 children in a round pit at Zauschwitz in Saxony (Coblenz 1962; Zeeb-Lanz — Haack
2016, 262 sq. with literature), where incomplete and partly charred cranial fragments and split long
bones were found along with fragments of animal bones and undecorated late to final LBK vessels; the
interpretation in this case is hindered by the absence of information about the settlement context.

In the future, attention should also be paid to less conspicuous signs of rebuilding of attacked set-
tlements which may expand our knowledge about aggressions during the final phase of the LBK (e.g.
Erkelenz-Kiickhoven: Weiner 1998, 209 sq.; Oleye: Keeley — Cahen 1989).

In contrast to this, the human remains from the mass grave at Wiederstedt (Meyer et al. 2004) do not
show any traces of violence, so it most probably testifies to a sanitary measure taken after a mass death
of a group of people, possibly due to an epidemic or poisoning (a less probable cause of their death
could have been a punishment for a serious group violation of social norms).

CONCLUSION

Our understanding of prehistoric sources is, among others, limited by the insufficient availability of
materially unpreserved phenomena, in this case the experienced existence of prehistoric spirits and
demons which rarely survives in non-European archaic societies and sometimes exists alongside certain
religions even today. A tangible experience with the existence of spirits was certainly not only gained
by those Neanderthals who entered karst cave spaces and found themselves in another, completely dif-
ferent non-human world (cf. Jaubert et al. 2016). If we take into account the high frequency of the use of
caves in prehistory - not only during the whole Paleolithic, but also later - it is highly likely that similar
but undocumented experiences of this kind were repeatedly gained by humans, independently of time
and space. The indisputably all-human need to cope with phenomena exceeding human existence led
to the emergence of cosmologies. The prehistoric spiritual horizon has already been subjected to research
(cf. Lewis-Williams — Pearce 2005 with literature), but a more concrete classification of prehistoric situations
and artefacts which cannot be interpreted economically is still missing - partly perhaps due to our ig-
norance of the fact that the spirits and demons of pre-Christian times have survived until modern times,
although in personified forms, as fairy tale characters (devils, dwarfs, underground beings, water
goblins, wood dryads, forest fairies, marsh fairies, etc.).

With respect to the earlier interpretations of the findings from Herxheim, I dare to propose an in-
terpretation for discussion which is based both on the contradicting as well as incomplete material
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sources and on the existence of certain, materially unmanifested factors and represents an attempt to
look at the issues of Herxheim from the perspective of what has not been found.

(English by Jan Machula)

Herxheim jako doklad existence
vzdalenych valek v pravéku

Neékteré kontroverzni jevy v pramenech pravéku lze pochopit prostrednictvim dat o chovini casoprostorové konver-
gentnich archaickych spolecnosti. Napt. koncept tzv. vzddlenych vilek, brutdlnich loupeznyjch a vraZednyjch iitokil
na odlehlé cile, objastiuje v nilezech z lokality Herxheim nejen (1) pritomnost lidi a jejich artefaktii (zejména kera-
miky) z riznych vzddlenych oblasti a (2) masovy kanibalismus privlecenych zajatcii, ale i (3) funkci mélkého
dvojitého pseudoprikopu jako prosttedku ochrany sidlisté agresorii proti nemateridlnimu, spiritudlnimu ohroZent.
Jednotlivé formy projevii ndsili z obdobi na sklonku vyvoje kultury s linedrni keramikou (LBK) se z této perspektivy
jevi jako soucdsti uddlosti, odpovidajicich fazim a ndsledkiim zminéného typu ozbrojeného ndsili. Varianty vzdd-
lenych valek, motivované smési biologickych, kulturnich, ekonomickych, ekologickych podnétii, naboZenskych
predstav i iraciondlnich pohnutek (napft. stresii ze strachu, hladu, prelidnéni, zisk z otrokarstvi, lupu, obchodu,
prosazeni ambic jedincii nebo skupin), troaji konvergentné a nespojité pod riiznymi ndzvy (iitoky morskych nd-
rodil, piriti, otrokdri, Vikingové atd.) v priibéhu déjin jiz od pravéku.

UvoD

Vyskyt archeologickych dokladt nésili jiz od sklonku posledni doby ledové piisobi v kontextu prament
pozdnich lovecko-sbéracskych a ¢asné zemédélskych spolecnosti (hmotné se projevujicich prevazné
poztstatky ekonomickych ¢innosti, vyrobou a konzumem, stavbami obydli vedle projevil viry v po-
smrtny zivot v podobé pohtbivéni) takika nepatfi¢né. Archeologické doklady nasilné smrti se proto
dlouho - misty vSak dosud - povazovaly spiSe za kuriozity a pric¢italy se nehoddm nebo interpersonalnim
konfliktim; disharmonicky ptsobily pouze necetné, nicméné opakujici se nélezy letdlnich zranéni na
pohfebistich pozdniho paleolitu a vyraznéji béhem mezolitu v podobé hrott $ipt, utkvélych v kostech
jednotlivct i v pohibech vice osob (Vencl 1984b; 2019 s lit.), podobné jako pozdéjsi hromadné hroby
z obdobi pozdni faze kultury s linedrni keramikou (LBK), obsahujici nepietné nahdzena téla muzt, Zen
i déti, jejichz rozbité lebky nebo hroty §ipt v kostrach svédcily o hromadném ozbrojeném nasili (napt.
Talheim: Wahl - Kénig 1987). Vzhledem k faktu, Ze zminéna zranéni pochézeji z dob pred vznikem spe-
cidlnich zbrani, jsem definoval kategorii ,ndstroj-zbrant” (Vencl 1979; 1984a; b; cf. Chapman 1999) a vyskyt
zranéni vztahoval k ozbrojenému nasili. Tehdy jsem ovsem nerozeznal rtizné formy nasili a vSechny
jeho projevy vztahoval pouze k vojenstvi (k jehoZ vyznamu pro poznani pravéku obratil pozornost te-
prve Keeley 1996). Ac¢koliv jsou archeologické doklady letdlniho nésili v pramenech podreprezentovany
(jen ¢ast obéti bylo pohfbeno, smrtelna zranéni meékkych tkani nezanechala stopy, ¢ast stop zranéni za-
nikla kremaci nebo rozkladem koster, navic zjisténi vSech projevii nésili vyzaduje mikroanalyzy, nebot
mnohé unikaji povrchni pozornosti atd.), studium nasili a valky zaujima v souc¢asné archeologické pro-
dukci jiz nalezité misto, a to pfesto, Ze ¢ast archeologt pod dojmem dominance objemnych poziistatka
vyroby a konzumu nadale miru nasili v pravéku podcetiuje (napt. Petrasch 1999 s lit.), pfipadné antro-
pofagii, ozbrojené konflikty apod. interpreta¢né zlehcuje az popira (Peter-Rocher 2018; Zeeb-Lanz 2018).
Objektivnimu stanoveni frekvence pravékého nésili zatim brani absence soustavné a kritické pozornosti
zaméfend nejen na masové, ale i na rozptylené vyskyty, interpretované dosud predevsim jako nehody
nebo projevy osobnich konflikt®, event. piehliZzené situace jako napt. zamérné poskozené (Weiner 1998,
209 sq.), pfipadné vhozenim mrtvol trvale znehodnocené studny.

! This paper was written with the support of the long-term conceptual development of the Institute of Archaeology, The
Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, RVO: 67985912. I would like to express my gratitude to J. Eigner and F. Ochrana,
who kindly helped me to obtain the desired literature.
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PRIPAD HERXHEIM

Expanzi LBK zastavila v severozdpadni Evropé environmentalni hranice (vynosy zemédélstvi se v pra-
béhu sz. expanze ze sttedniho Podunaji postupné snizovaly), jejimZ nasledkem bylo vyrazné omezeni
dosavadni mobility osob mimo dosud osidlena tizemi. Tok energie, sméfujici dfive vné spolecenstvi
LBK, se proto obratil dovnit¥, coz nejspi$ prispivalo ke zvySovani napéti uvnitt komunit i mezi nimi:
v mladsi a pozdni fazi LBK se zejména na sz. periferii objevila ohrazena sidlisté s vyraznymi a funkénimi
defenzivnimi prvky (napi. Oleye a Darion: Keeley — Cohen 1989; Christensen 2004, 142 sq. s lit.; nelze pro-
kazat, ze vznikaly na zékladé konfrontaci s mezolitiky), ¢imZ se ndpadnéji prosazovaly trendy dfive ne-
vyrazné. Stabilizace rozsahu osidleni LBK vedla k vyhraniovani lokalnich skupin béhem mladsi a v pozdni
fazi LBK (v ¢asovém horizontu gareckého nebo Zeliezovského typu v CR a na Slovensku: Verncl 1961),
sidlisté byla Castéji ohrazovana, pfibyvalo studni (voda se stdvala komoditou), misty byly osidlovany
strategicky vyhodné vyvysené polohy a pribyvalo dokladti ozbrojeného nasili (napt. Vencl 1984a; b; c;
teprve pozdéji doslo k rozliseni rtiznych forem agrese: cf. lit. in Vencl 2016a, 566 sq.), jejichz hlavni - ale
archeologicky jen netplné dochované a dokumentované - projevy tvofi smrtelna zranéni zbranémi,
hromadné hroby nahazenych masakrovanych tél osob vsech vékovych skupin a obou pohlavi (lokality
typu Talheim), ale i projevy nasili v podobé pocetnych kumulaci rozbitych lidskych kosti véetné vyskytu
lebec¢nich ¢is1 (zejména Herxheim).

Od poloviny 90. let poutaji znacnou pozornost rozséhlé a precizné dokumentované odkryvy v Herx-
heimu na levém biehu Ryna (napt. Wild et al. 2004; Zeeb-Lanz et al. 2007; Orschiedt - Haidle 2007; 2012;
Zeeb-Lanz - Haack 2016; cf. Zeeb-Lanz 2018; Peter-Richer 2018), kde byla zkouména ¢ast sidlisté z pozdni
faze LBK, jehoz trvani se odhaduje na 50 let. Okrouhly areal sidlisté o priiméru ca 250 m obklopoval
dvojity ptikop. Vyzkumem piikopt se vsak zjistilo, Ze nevznikly jako celek, ale Ze se skladaji z kratkych
a nesoucasnych zlabovitych zahloubeni nestejné hloubky a profild, fazenych vSak v plynulé navaznosti
do souvislé linie, ale brzy po vyhloubeni zasypavanych, takze vyhloubené pfikopy nikdy vcelku ne-
existovaly. Z prozkoumané ¢asti piikoptt pochazi vedle sidlistniho odpadu a necetnych ritualnich
pohibii celkem ca 75000 fragmentti lidskych kosti, nélezejicich asi 500 jedinctim: podle odhadt by cely
odkryv pfikopt mohl pfinést poziistatky ca 1000 osob, coz daleko pfesahuje pifedpokladany pocet
mistni populace. Napadnd odlisnost nalezové situace v Herxheimu od charakteru vétsiny sidlist LBK
vedla ke vzniku variant interpretaci lokality jako tstfedniho kultovniho a ritudlniho mista s vyraznym
zastoupenim manipulaci s lidskymi poztistatky; podle novéjsi interpreta¢ni verse jde o doklad rituald,
reagujicich na kriticky vyvoj socio-kulturni situace pozdni faze LBK; souvislost Herxheimu se soudo-
bymi nalezy ozbrojeného nasili typu Talheim nebo Schletz vSak A. Zeeb-Lanz a F. Haack (2016, 248) na-
dale rozhodné popiraji.

Vyznamné poznatky spolu s odlisnou interpretaci nélezové situace v Herxheimu pfinesli B. Boulestin
a A. S. Coupey (2015): na zakladé detailni antropologické analyzy diive nezpracovanych nélezl z vy-
zkumti v letech 2005-2010 (jde o 15000 lidskych kost, tj. o ca 20 % z celkového mnozstvi nélezil) poché-
zejicich z vyzkum ¢asti piikopti a ohrazeni, zjistili poztstatky nejméné 104 osob, z toho 61 dospélych
a 43 nedospélych (jejichz vékova struktura neodpovida pfirozené mortalité); vétsinou slo o lidi usmrcené
zpusobem nezanechavsim stopy na kostte, jejichz téla byla pecena, hlavy vystaveny zaru ohné v dobé,
kdy je jesté kryly mékké tkané; téla pak byla ¢tvrcena nozi a teslami, otevirdna zezadu pro vyjmuti
pétefe (stejnym zplisobem jako u pordzenych zvitat), hlavy byly zbavovany mékkych ¢asti, z&asti pro
kosti byly zbavovany okostice, aby se usnadnilo jejich rozstipani pro ziskani morku. Fragmenty lidskych
kosti byly po hostiné odklizeny do pfikopovitych jam brzy zasypavanych, pficemz z hlediska konzumu
neuzitecné ¢asti koster zastavaly artikulovany, tj. zachovany v anatomické poloze. Jednotlivé dily
pfikopti obsahovaly pozistatky vzdy jen jedné konzumni udalosti, pouze depozit F vykazoval existenci
nékolika konzumnich period. Stopy okousani lidskych kosti lidskym chrupem svédéi jednoznaéné pro
antropofagii: autofi proto jednoznacéné vyluc¢uji nazor (Orschiedt - Haidle 2007; 2012), Ze jde o poztstatky
nékolikafazového pohtbivani, nebot' v Herxheimu hroby toho druhu chybéji a $tipani kosti pro ziskani
morku tomuto ritu naprosto neodpovida. Z absence zranéni na kostrach obéti B. Boulestin a A. S. Cou-
pey (2015) soudi, ze obétmi byli nejspise zajatci, pfivadéni do Herxheimu z najezdd.

B. Boulestin a A. S. Coupey (2015, 122 sq.) prokazali na zdkladé tii nezavislych argumentd, ze
obétmi kanibalismu v Herxheimu nebyli mistni neolitici, nebot (1) lokalni komunita nemohla béhem 50
let vyprodukovat ca 1000 osob; (2) analyzy izotopt stroncia prokézaly pritomnost ti1 skupin lidi (Boulestin
- Coupey 2015, Fig. 122), z nichz prva svéd¢i o plivodu ze sprasovych tzemi, druhé o ptivodu z tizemi
s jinym podlozim nebo z oblasti na tpati hor; tfeti skupina pochézi patrné z oblasti na Zulovém podlozi
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(této skupiné nepatti zadny z ritudlné ulozenych a aplnych kostrovych pohibii v piikopech Herxheimu).
Obétmi kanibalismu tedy nebyli mistni obyvatelé, ale zajatci z brutdlné prepadenych vzdalenych sidel,
takZe jde o exokanibalismus, spojovany v etnohistorickych pramenech pravidelné s ozbrojenym nésilim.
Vysledky analyz chemického slozeni kosti s jistotou vylucuji, ze by obétmi kanibalismu byly zbytky lo-
vecko-sbéracskych populaci. Kone¢né (3) o tom svéddi i zptisob zachédzeni s tély obéti, zejména vyroba
lebecnich ¢isi (objevujicich se obcas od obdobi magdalénienu az do historickych dob, resp. mezi mi-
moevropskymi archaickymi spole¢nostmi az do novovéku), které etnohistorické prameny spojuji s osla-
vami vitézh a k potupé piemozenych.

Analyzy izotopti stroncia prokazaly, ze obéti kanibalismu v Herxheimu pochéazely ze $irokého
okruhu az do vzdalenosti 400-500 km, coZ potvrzuje dostfedivy smér pohybu nalezené kvalitni keramiky
z osmi lokalnich skupin pozdni faze LBK (m.,j. véetné nadob sareckého typu ze severnich Cech nebo
prilehlého tizemi v Sasku; cf. Boulestin — Coupey 2015, Fig. 125). Keramika cizi provenience i ostatni arte-
fakty v piikopovitych jamach s fragmenty lidskych kosti byly nalezeny rovnéz ve fragmentarnim stavu;
velmi pravdépodobné byly rozbity tmyslné.

B. Boulestin a A. S. Coupey (2015) povazuji zmény v pozdni fazi LBK za doklad interni socialni dis-
harmonie, vedouci béhem nékolika desetileti az jednoho stoleti kolem ca 5000 B.C. k reorganizaci, ktera
se archeologicky projevila mimo jiné nejnapadnéji zménami keramickych stylt (vznikem kultury s ke-
ramikou vypichanou ve vychodni ¢asti sttedni Evropy a kultury Hinkelstein v Pomohani a Poryni,
k niz se vazi skupiny Rossen severnéji, a Grossgartach, expandujici jihozdpadné), ale zaroven kontinuitou
v oblasti ekonomické, ve stavebnich i vyrobnich technikach. Nélezy z Herxheimu pfedstavuji pro zmi-
néné autory padny doklad hluboké sociélni krize na sklonku LBK: néjezdy se na strané napadenych
projevovaly vyskytem lokalit jako Talheim nebo Schletz, kdeZto na strané agresort oslavami vitézstvi
v podobeé poztistatkd kanibalizovanych lidskych kosti ve zlabovitych zahloubenich, skladajicich postupné
padorys dvojitého pseudoptikopu v Herxheimu. Opakujici se kanibalské hostiny byly zfejmé ritualizo-
vany, mély ustdlend pravidla, obsah zahloubeni mél obétni charakter (do nich se ukladaly lebe¢ni ¢ise,
destruované pozistatky lidi, keramiky a dalsich artefaktt). Tito autofi zastavaji nazor, ze Herxheim
predstavuje mimoradné dilezité politické a ndbozenské posvatné centrum, které dokonce prirovnavaji
k vyznamu Delf pro antické Recko. Herxheim podle nich neptedstavuje doklad konfliktu mezi lokalnimi
komunitami, ale stfet uvnitf jedné komunity v dtsledku rozkladu ptivodné egalitaiské spole¢nosti; za-
roven odmitli ndzor C. Meyer et al. (2015), ze krizi v pozdni fazi LBK 1ze vysvétlit ekologicky, totiz zmé-
nami klimatu v souvislosti s demografickym tlakem, a vnesli do interpretace nematerialni faktory (uve-
denim pfipadu stéhovani kment Tupi guarani v 16. stol., které zptisobilo ptisobeni proroki: Boulestin -
Coupey 2015, 131 sq.).

Dlouhodobé probihajici diskuse, spojené s pokusy o interpretaci nalezovych situaci v Herxheimu,
se kupodivu zatim nedotkly rozporu mezi vzhledem a funkci tamntho dvojitého pseudopiikopu: celkovy
padorys tamnich prikopt se podstatné nelisi od okrouhlych ptidorysti ohrazeni desitek sidlist LBK, ale
vyzkum ukazal, Ze herxheimské pt¥ikopy se kupodivu skladaji z nesoucasnych, ale navazné rfazenych
jednotlivych mélkych zlabovitych jam nedlouho po vyhloubeni zase zahazovanych, takze vyhloubené
ptikopy tam jako celek nikdy neexistovaly, a proto nemohly plnit ani ohradni, natoz defenzivni funkce.
Z jakého d@ivodu tedy série stop po opakujicich se kanibalistickych udalostech v Herxheimu vznikaly?

VZDALENE VALKY A PRIKOPY V HERXHEIMU

Pojem vzdélenych vélek pochézi ze studia archaickych spolecnosti: podle I. J. N. Thorpe (2005 s lit., 3
sq.) 1ze na zakladé etnologickych pramenti z Jizni Ameriky rozlisovat kmenové konflikty lokalni (i. e.
feuding) a vzdalené (long-distance wars): napt. amazonsky kmen Jivaro vedl jak lokalni svary se sousedy
(nevylucujici krevni mstu), tak ttoky véetné lovu hlav proti vzdalenym sidli$tim, coz povazovali za
prestizni ¢innost a opravdovou valku, nebot §lo o nebezpe¢né vypravy do cizich zemi, plnych d'abelskych
démonty; prislusnici kmene Jivaro véfili, Ze zabitim muze a ziskanim jeho hlavy (uchovévané v podobé
vysusené stazené kiize) se vitéz zmocni i sil své obéti. Podobné rozlisoval dva typy vélek napt. kmen
Yukpa ve Venezuele, jejichz brutalnim atoktm proti sidlim v jinych tdolich pfedchazely ritudlni p¥i-
pravy a po navratu kon¢ily oslavami vitéz{i; jinou variantu devastujictho ozbrojeného nésili pfedstavuji
amazonsti Yanomamové: Otterbein 2009, 7-10). Vzhledem k pfezivani podobného chovani v archaickych
spolecenstvich i na jinych kontinentech (lov lebek a vrazedné pfepady v horach vychodni Nové Guineje:
Brandt 2006 s lit., pfipadné kmenové valky ve vychodni Africe: Helbling 2006, 113) nejde o kuriézni lo-
kalni jev, coz opraviiuje ke zkoumani archeologickych pramenti z hlediska existence podobnych jevi
iv evropském pravéku (nehledé k podobnym zptisoblim chovani starovékych piratd, otrokard, pozdéji
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Vikingti apod.). Hlavni pfitazlivost brutdlnich a loupeznych vzdalenych valek tvoii fakt, Ze jde o pre-
kvapivé, vecerni nebo ¢asné ranni atoky (Otterbein 2009, 6) ozbrojenct na vesnici s tim, Ze rychlé zmizeni
najezdnikt s kofisti véetné zajatcti kamsi do nezndma prakticky zaruc¢ovalo beztrestnost; naproti tomu
by v pfipadé podobné agrese na sousedni komunitu hrozila stejné brutalni odveta napadenych (za vy-
datné podpory jejich sousedti, vazanych k nim ekonomickymi zajmy, ptibuzenskymi i ptatelskymi
vztahy) s vyhledem na pokracovani nesmifitelného neptatelstvi az do vyhlazeni jedné strany.

Rozpaky budici a racionalné nepochopitelny rozpor mezi vzhledem a funkci podivného dvojitého
pfikopu v Herxheimu, uzavirajicitho prostor sidlisté a na prvy pohled budiciho dojem defenzivni kon-
strukce, ovéem nefunkéniho jiz pro nepatrné rozméry, a navic slozeného z jednotlivych nesoucasnych,
jen ptidorysné na sebe navazujicich tisekd, zmizi pfijetim moznosti existence vzdalenych valek: exaktné
dolozeny dostfedivy pohyb stovek lidi (spolu s artefakty) z okruhu az do vzdalenosti kolem 450 km do
Herxheimu, jejichz kosti zptisobem zachédzeni a stopami lidského chrupu dokladaji kanibalismus, pro-
kazuji, ze Herxheim trval ca po 50 let jako sidlo komunity tspésnych agresord, ktefi ze zdkeinych bru-
talnich pfepadenti jednotlivych vzdalenych zemédélskych sidlist, v nichz desitky obyvatel povrazdili,
ptivlékali desitky vydésenych a aktivni obrany neschopnych lidi véetné mladistvych jako zajatce nebo
otroky (které patrné zarovern vyuzili jako nosice uloupené kofisti véetné zasob potravin). Soucast pravi-
delnych oslav vitézi po navratu tvofily - patrné vedle prezentace trofeji - i kanibalské hostiny, pfi
nichz byli zajatci fyzicky zlikvidovani; pozistatky jednotlivych hostin ukladali vitézové cilevédomé do
ptikopovitych jam na sebe ptidorysné navazujicich, aby kolem Herxheimu vznikly kruhovité ochranné
prikopy proti spiritudlnimu ohroZeni: pfemozeni duchové kanibalisovanych lidi spolu s duchy obyvatel
Herxheimu, pohibivanych ritualné v podobnych Zlabovitych jaméch, méli pak spole¢né chranit Zijici
obyvatele Herxheimu a branit pfistupu cizich nepfatelskych démont. (NejspiSe se nedovime, zda tyto
pseudoptikopy nebyly pifece jen na povrchu vyznacovany napi. kiily se zavésenymi skalpy a podobnymi
trofejemi, aby informovaly, resp. zastrasovaly pfichozi cizince; rovnéz lze jen spekulovat o tom, zda
pseudopiikopy nevyjadiuji zaroven velikost strachu pachatelt.)

Vysvétleni ti¢elu fortifika¢né bezcennych herxheimskych pseudoptikopt je tteba hledat v jejich ob-
sahu: v nich ulozené rozbité lidské kosti dokladaji kromé materidlni likvidace neptéatel i ovladnuti jejich
spiritudlnich sil. Archeologicky jen nepfimo dolozitelnou viru v existenci ducht Ize odvozovat z praveé-
kych artefakti a situaci z hlediska kazdodennich potteb neuzite¢nych. Na zakladé starovékych mytologii
i kosmologii archaickych spolecenstvi 1ze dtivodné predpokladat, ze i praveéci lidé se s neobvyklymi
a nepochopitelnymi tkazy (pohyby nebeskych téles, zemétfeseni, sopecnd ¢innost, zatméni slunce, epi-
demie aj.) vyrovnavali obdobné jako etnohistoricky doloZené archaické spolec¢nosti (Zijici v podminkach
ptiblizné srovnatelnych popula¢né, organizacné i technicky) pfesvédéenim o realné existenci duchti
a jejich vlivu na nés svét (cf. Lewis-Williams — Pearce 2005), pfipadné o vlivech kouzel a ¢arovani.

Patrné nejstarsi nepfimy archeologicky doklad viry v existenci duchii pfedstavuje nélez v krasové
jeskyni Bruniquel v jz. Francii (Jaubert et al. 2016), kde se v nejvétsim prostoru ve vzdalenosti 336 m od
vchodu nalezlo misto s vykdcenymi stalagmity, jejichz zlomky, naldimané vétsinou na délku ca 30 cm,
byly ve vrstvach naskladany tak, Ze vytvotily dva piidorysy okrouhlych ploch (vel. 6,7 x 4,5m a 2,2 x
2,1 m), na nichZz se nalezly stopy po 12 ohnich; pobliZ se nalezlo trvalejsi ohnisté a 4 hromady zlomku
krapnikd zifejmé jako nepouzity stavebni materidl (celkova délka krapniki ¢ini pfes 112 m, jejich vaha
ca 2,2 tuny vapence). Situace byla objevena in situ, zalitd mlads$imi sintry, je datovana ca 175000 let, kdy
v Evropé zili pouze ¢asni neandertalci. J. Jaubert et al. (2016, 114) konstatovali, ze skupina pfedmodernich
lidi si pfisvojila vzdaleny krasovy prostor pomoci svétla ohné, aby tam pfemistovanim zlomkd krapnikt
vybudovali konstrukce neprofanniho tcelu, ¢imz prokazali neocekdvanou miru modernity. Koordino-
vana skupina lidi prokézala schopnost organizace prostoru, kromé ohné pfisla s ideou konstrukci,
zvladla vyrobu polotovart, stavbu, osvétleni, p¥isun topiva a misto zase opustila, aniz by po sobé zane-
chala stopy po konzumu, opusténé artefakty nebo i jen zbytky pouzitych louci; odnesla si vSak hmata-
telny, nesmazatelny autenticky zazitek jinakého a zcela mrtvého svéta, tizas nad dokonalosti odlisné re-
ality krasové vyzdoby ne-lidského ptivodu, bez jakychkoli stop po nastrojich, takze ptivodci mohli byt
jen démoni, schopni variabilné tvofit od zemé stejné jako od stropu. (Lze pouze spekulovat, do jaké
miry se mohly podobné zazitky podilet na presvédéeni o redlné existenci posmrtného Zzivota, které jiz
neandertalci zhmotnili pohibivanim.) Patrné jiz od paleolitu se tsti jeskyni povazovala za vstupy do
podsvétni fise.

Presvédceni o existenci duchti v archaickych spole¢nostech (doklddané ¢etnymi svédectvimi pti-
slusnikt prezivajicich spolecenstvi) souvisi od paleolitu s pozorovanim kosmu, v némz probihaji déje
nezavislé na lidech. Rovnéz prozité zkusenosti paleolitikd s odlisnym prostfedim ne-lidského podzem-
niho svéta jeskyni nutné vedly k vife v existenci jinych (vodnich, podzemnich, mimozemskych) svétt
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predk, démonit, boZstev; od prekeramického neolitu byli duchové nejndpadnéji uctivani stavbami
typu Jericho, Nevali Cori, Gobekli Tepe aj. v Levanté, pozdéji megalitickymi stavbami v atlantické
Evropé (napt. Lewis-Williams - Pearce 2005), nehledé ke stavbam starovékych #isi. Polymorfni viru v exis-
tenci duchi ve spolecenstvich doby bronzové hojné dokladé napt. Stary zdkon v pasazich o polyteismu
pavodnich obyvatel Palestiny atd. Vira v duchy vsak prezivd dodnes i v nékterych nabozenstvich (napft.
v budhismu, uctivajiciho bozstva, ale paralelné obétujiciho i duchtim: Halik 2002, 137 sq.).

Konkretizace motivti pro vedeni vzdélenych valek ziistdvaji mimo dosah archeologickych pramenti,
ale z hlediska nasledki je vlastné lhostejné, zda se podnétem stala napt. lokalni netdroda a naléhavé po-
tfeba ziskat zdsoby pro zimu, zda $lo o podnéty ndhodné, iracionalni, a nebo o kulturné podminéné
nutkani, pfipadné povinnost mladych muzt demonstrovat zdatnost a odvahu (cf. Otterbein 2004). Sou-
¢asny stav interpreta¢nich pokusti nadale limituje omezeny pfistup k nedochovanému: obecné lze pred-
pokladat, Ze energie vénovana najezddm, obfadim, oslavam vitézi apod. mohla chybét v oblasti ze-
médeélské produkcee.

Z davodt vyse uvedenych zastdvdm nazor, ze Herxheim predstavuje dvé az tfi generace trvajici
sidlo jedné z uspésnych loupeznych komunit pozdni faze LBK, jejichZ chovini mélo z hlediska kulturniho
i genetického vijrazné autodestruktioni povahu. Taktika nevyhlaseného devastujiciho az vyhlazovaciho
ozbrojeného ttoku s vyuzitim momentu prekvapeni proti celé populaci (nikoli proti ozbrojenctim)
byvala motivovana pfilezitosti k loupezim materialnich hodnot véetné zisku zajatcd, resp. otrokd; v p¥i-
padé lovu lebek pfistupuje motiv demonstrace osobni odvahy a viry v ¢arovnou moc mrtvych hlav.

DISKUSE

Banalni konstatovani, Ze realita svéta se sklddd z jevt hmotnych i nehmotnych, postacuje k zavéru, ze
neodstranitelnd nedplnost archeologickych prament odsuzuje vSechny jakkoli diikladné a poctivé
pokusy o jejich interpretaci pouze z hmotnych nélezi jiz pfedem k nezdaru. Pfistup k poznéani zaniklych
archaickych spole¢nosti prostfednictvim vzacnych svédectvi gramotnych soucasnikd pravékych kultur
nepostacuje pro zanedbatelnou ¢etnost i pro kulturni bariéry predsudki a nepochopenti ze strany zpra-
vodajti. Pfes pfinosy soucasnych metod a technik poznani v rozsahu od dalkového priizkumu zemé az
po analyzy mikrostruktur proto nadale ztistdva pro pochopeni pravéku nezbytné kritické komparativni
studium odlisné nedplnych hmotnych prament a etnohistorickych zprav o nehmotnych aspektech cho-
vani pfezivajicich archaickych spole¢nosti, a to s pInym védomim moznosti konvergence a mnohoznac-
nosti jevt i jejich promeén v ¢ase véetné kontaminaci modernitou.

Ve svétle konceptu existence vzdélenych valek pfedstavuji nélezy riznych forem nasili na sidlis-
tich pozdni faze LBK ve stfedni a severozapadni oblasti rozsifeni piileZitost k souhrnné analyze. Sidlisté
agresorti predstavuje dosud jednozna¢né pouze Herxheim diky dostate¢né rozsdhlému odkryvu, per-
fektni terénni dokumentaci, dopInéné mnozstvim exaktnich pfirodovédeckych analyz, jejichz absence
pro ostatni lokality neumoznuje jejich interpretaci na srovnatelné drovni.

Rozsahly odkryv sidlisté ve Vaihingen na stfednim Neckaru v letech 1994-97 (Krause 1999; 2002)
¢asové souvisi s Herxheimem jen z¢asti, a to (1) vyskytem dvou rozmérnych jamovych komplexa (€.
165090-2 a 195080-6, vel. ca 8 x 7 m a 10 x 7,5 m), které kromé dvou pohozenych tél obsahovaly hojné
lidské kosti véetné lebek, rozptylené mezi kostmi zvifecimi, sidlistnim odpadem véetné celych nadob,
artefaktti, mazanici aj., a (2) zjisténim jen vyjimecné evidované kategorie rozptylenych lidskych kosti
v Cetnych sidlistnich jamach pozdni faze LBK: interpretaci této v neolitu dosud prehlizené kategorie
(znamé predevsim z obdobi mezolitu a spojované tam zejména s vicendsobnymi pohiebnimi manipu-
lacemi s lidskymi poztstatky: napt. Brinch Petersen 2016; Gumiriski - Bugajska 2016 s lit.) ve Vaihingen
navic komplikuje zjisténi, Ze ji tvoii kosti morfologicky vyrazné robustnéjsi populace; navic bude tieba
odborné analyzy, kterd prokdze mozny vyskyt antropofagie. Vétsina nalezti z Vaihingen (Cetné jamy,
ca 70-80 ptdoryst dlouhych domt, ca 270 m dlouhy tsek funkéni fortifikace ovalného tvaru, skladajici
se z vnéjsiho piikopu s plochym dnem, 8. 150-240 cm, hloubky 100-130 cm pod ornici, a dvojici paralel-
nich zlabka palisad, jen s nékolika tzkymi vchody, 8. pod 2 m) je starsi a nalezi pfedchozimu obdobi
LBK; nejstarsi faze osidleni ve Vaihingen nebyla jesté opevnéna, nebot ¢ast plidoryst domi fortifikace
protina nebo lezi mimo opevnéni, takze pocit ohrozeni sidlisté se objevil az béhem vyvoje osidlent:
dvojita palisdda podstatné redukovala nebezpeci nahlého pfepadeni vsi. Ve Vaihingen se nalezlo pfes
110 pohibti (z toho 1 pohfeb psa), ale i ¢asti koster, z nichz ca 70 bylo ritualné pohibeno ve skréené
poloze v nesouvislych snad rodinnych nebo rodovych skupinach v ptikopu, ¢ast ostatnich byla rozptylena
v jamach vné i uvnitt opevnéni. Ritudlni pohiby nebyly do pfikopu ukladany v dobé asi prvych dvou
generaci osidleni, ale teprve pozdéji. (Zistava otazkou, zda 1ze sekundéarni funkci pt¥ikopt - s ptihléd-
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nutim k odlisné situaci v Herxheimu - spekulativné povazovat za vyraz pokusu vytvofit spiritudlni
ochranu domova pomoci duchtt zemfelych mistnich obyvatel.) Vcelku Vaihingen piedstavuje sidlisteé,
béhem jehoZ existence vyvstalo nebezpec¢i mozného piepadeni, jemuz obyvatelé ¢elili vystavbou funkéni
fortifikace; obsah dvou jamovych komplext z pozdni faze vyvoje LBK v8ak pfipousti existenci nejméné
dvou kanibalskych hostin, tedy aktivni ti¢ast ve vzdalenych valkach.

Ostatni nalezy dokladaji existenci ozbrojeného nasili z hlediska obéti: ze Schletz v Dolnim Rakousku
(Windl 1996; 2002; Wild et al. 2004) zname ¢ast opevnéného sidlisté pozdni faze LBK (s vlivy typu Zelie-
zovce), které zaniklo brutdlnim najezdem; z prozkoumané ¢asti sidlisté s ditkladnym dvojitym fortifi-
ka¢nim ptikopem (hloubka az 2 m, $itka 4 m) pochézeji poztstatky vice nez 100 osob (odhaduje se, Ze
celkem mohlo jit o dvojndsobek). Vétsina z nich lezela nahazena do vnéjsiho ptikopu, vesmeés s rozbitymi
lebkami nebo zastielenych, pfi¢emz podle stop zvifecich zubt na kostech ztistala jejich téla dlouho ne-
pohibena; u nékterych koster snad proto chybéji tdy. AMS data "C z lidskych kosti dokladaji, ze slo
o jednorazovou udalost, tedy o masakr. Vzhledem k tomu, ze zaddny z datovanych ritualné ulozenych
pohibti ze sidlisté ve Schletz neni mladsi, je zfejmé, Ze masakr lokalitu aplné znicil (Wild et al. 2004, 381).

Masovy hrob na neopevnéném sidlisti pozdni faze LBK v Talheim (Wahl - Kénig 1987) obsahoval
kostry 34 jedinciti (16 déti a nedospélych, 18 dospélych, z toho 9 muzd, 7 Zen a 2 neuréenych), z nichz
nejméné ca 60 % lebek (vSechny lebky se nedochovaly) neslo stopy letalnich tiderti kamennymi teslami
a tfi osoby byly zezadu zastteleny sipy. Téla byla nepietné nahdzena do jamy a zasypéna. Nalez doklada
vysledek pfekvapivého pfepadu na strané obéti. Datovani jejich kosti AMS "“C ptipousti pfibliznou
soucasnost tohoto masového hrobu s masakrem sidlisté ve Schletz (Wild et al. 2004). Rozbory izotopt
stroncia prokazaly, Ze tfi ze 12 analyzovanych koster dospélych nejsou mistniho ptivodu, coz prokazuje
zatim pfesnéji nelokalizovanou migraci (Price - Wahl - Bentley 2006, 276).

Hromadny hrob ze Schoneck-Kilianstadten (Meyer et al. 2015), nalezeny v tzké pt¥ikopovité jame
750 cm dlouhé a 30-100 cm siroké na sidlisti z pozdni faze LBK, obsahuje nejméné 26 jedincti usmrcenych
udery do lebek nebo Sipy a doklada navic ¢astym vyskytem zlomenin nohou (zamezujicimi pokusy
o utek) dalsi formu nasili, a to mrzaceni/ muceni obéti. Interpretaci ndlezu podstatné limituje maly roz-
sah odkryvu.

Otevfenou zfejmé zlistane interpretace nalezl z jeskyné Jungfernhohle u Tiefenellern v Bavorsku,
nekvalitné prozkoumané v 50. letech (Kunkel 1955), kde se tehdy hlavné s mnozstvim kvalitni keramiky
pozdni faze LBK, ale i z mlads$iho pravéku, nalezly vedle zvifecich kosti i z¢asti rozlamané velké kosti
asi 40 osob; revizni vyzkum sedimentti vsak nedavno pfinesl ca 10000 v 50. letech pfehlédnutych drob-
nych kosti a zubt (Zeeb-Lanz - Haack 2016, 261), takze lidé v jeskyni zemfeli; ze souboru 11 jedincd, da-
tovanych "C, nalezela vétsina pozdni LBK. Lze spekulovat, zda jde o masakr dostizenych ukryvajicich
se uprchlikda z prepadené vsi LBK.

Vsechny ostatni doklady nasili pochézeji z nevelkych odkryv, takZe nedostate¢na znalost nélezo-
vych kontextti a odbornych expertiz brani jejich interpretaci: jde napi. o nestandardni nalezy koster déti
v nesouvislych segmentech kolem sidlisté LBK v Menneville ve Francii, na némz se vyskytuji rovnéz ri-
tudlni pohtby déti i dospélych (Farruggia et al. 1996; Zeeb-Lanz — Haack 2016, 263 sq. s lit.); jen stopu po
kanibalismu pfedstavuje nalez pozistatkti ¢tyf dospélych a tii déti v okrouhlé jamé v Zauschwitz
v Sasku (Coblenz 1962; Zeeb-Lanz - Haack 2016, 262 sq. s lit.), kde se nalezly netplné a z¢asti opélené kra-
nialni fragmenty i rozstipané dlouhé kosti pohromadé se zlomky zvifecich kosti a nezdobenych nadob
mladsi az pozdni LBK; v interpretaci brani absence informaci o sidlitnim kontextu.

V budoucnosti obohati poznani agresi v pozdni fazi LBK i sledovani méné napadnych projevi re-
konstrukce napadenych sidlist (napi. Erkelenz-Kiickhoven: Weiner 1998, 209 sq.; Oleye: Keeley — Cahen
1989).

Naproti tomu lidské pozistatky z hromadného hrobu z Wiederstedt (Meyer et al. 2004) nenesou
stopy nasili, takZe nejspise jde o sanitarni opatieni po hromadném tmrti skupiny osob nasledkem epi-
demie nebo hromadné otravy (méné pravdépodobnou pfi¢inou by mohl byt trest za vazné skupinové
poruseni spolecenskych norem komunity).

V pochopeni pramend pravéku ndm mimo jiné brani minimalni dostupnost hmotné nedochovanych
jevt, v tomto pfipadé prozivané existence pravékych duchti a démon, kterd vzacné preziva do soucas-
nosti v populacich mimoevropskych archaickych spole¢nosti, ale trva i paralelné s nékterymi nabozen-

stvimi. Hmatatelnou zkusenost s existenci duchti pfitom neziskali pouze neandertalci pfi vstupech do
jeskynnich krasovych prostor, kde se ocitli v druhém, naprosto odlisném ne-lidském svété (cf. Jaubert et
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al. 2016); pti vysoké frekvenci vyuzivani jeskyni nejen béhem celého paleolitu, ale i pozdéji, je velmi
pravdépodobné, ze podobné, jenze nedokumentované zkusenosti tohoto druhu ziskavali lidé nezavisle
na case a prostoru opakované. Nesporné vselidska potfeba vyrovnat se s tikazy lidskou existenci piesa-
hujicimi vedla ke vzniku kosmologii. Pravéky spiritudlni obzor se jiz stdva pfedmétem zkoumdni (cf.
Lewis-Williams — Pearce 2005 s lit.), konkretizace souvislosti tfid pravékych situaci a artefakt ekonomicky
neinterpretovatelnych v8ak dosud vazne. Z¢asti mozna i proto, ze pfehlizime fakt, ze se duchové a dé-
moni z pfedkiestanskych dob dozili az do nasi soucasnosti, a¢ v personifikované podobé pohadkovych
strasidel (Certt:, sk¥itkd, permonikt, vodnikd, jezinek, lesnich vil, bludicek aj.).

S respektem v1ici pfedchozim interpretacim nalezovych situaci z Herxheimu pfedkladam k diskusi
vyklad, zaloZeny jak na rozpornych, nebot netiplnych svédectvich hmotnych prament, tak i na existenci
nékterych materidlné se neprojevujicich ¢initeld, coz predstavuje pokus o nahlédnuti na problémy Herx-
heimu z perspektivy nedochovaného.
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